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General Marking Guidance 

 
 If a learner has crossed out a response to a question, the work should still be marked unless 

the learner has replaced it with an alternative answer. 

 Markers should apply the mark scheme consistently across all papers marked.  Markers 

should mark according to the mark scheme and should apply it positively awarding full marks 

where the answer meets the mark scheme. 

 Where the answers do not meet the mark scheme, markers should be prepared to award 

zero marks. 

 The mark scheme gives guidance as to how to allocate marks where an answer is graded 

according to candidate performance.  Where the response does not meet the requirements 

of the minimum mark, zero marks should be awarded. 

 Where the mark scheme allows a mark for ‘any (other) valid response’, the marker should 

judge the response’s merits based on the information provided in the assessment materials. 

 Where the marker is unsure of how to apply the mark scheme, guidance from the Principal 

Examiner must be sought. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessment Guidance 
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Skill 
Standards 

Coverage and 
Range 

Task 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Reading 
Select, read, 
understand 
and compare 
texts and use 
them to 
gather 
information, 
ideas, 
arguments 
and opinions. 

a) Select and 
use different 
types of texts 
to obtain and 
utilise relevant 
information. 

   4 2     2 8 

b) Read and 
summarise, 
succinctly, 
information/id
eas from 
different 
sources. 

      6    6 

c) Identify the 
purposes of 
texts and 
comment on 
how meaning 
is conveyed. 

1  3     6   10 

d) Detect point 
of view, 
implicit 
meaning 
and/or bias. 

        3  3 

e) Analyse 
texts in 
relation to 
audience 
needs and 
consider 
suitable 
responses. 

 2    3     5 

f) In three or 
more texts. 

           

                                                                                         Total 32 
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Assessment Mark Sheet – Reading  
 

Reading Tasks 

Q Acceptable Responses 
Mark 

Available 
Open/ 
Closed 

1 Document One 
Explain the main purpose of Document One.  
 

Accept any of the following responses: 

 To inform people about environmental pollution.  

 To inform people about the types of environmental pollution. 

 To give information about pollution. 

 To inform/give information about the types of pollution, how 
it is caused and the potential dangers.  

 To explain what the different types of pollution are. 
  

A qualifying verb must be used to gain the mark. 
Accept any other valid answer based on the text. 
 

1 mark Open 

2 Document Two  
Identify the ways in which the writer of Document Two has helped 
the reader to understand the information and explain how they have 
done this.  
 

Accept any of the following: 
 

Information is set out clearly by use of: 

 Images to attract the reader and give additional information 

 Clear sections for ease of reading 

 Use of different fonts e.g. bold, italics for clear identification 
of sections 

 Bullet points to highlight information 
 

Each feature must have an explanation.  
(1 mark feature, 1 mark explanation) 
Accept any other valid answer based on the text. 
 

2 marks 
 

Open 
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3 Document Two 
What is the main message that the writer of Document Two is 
conveying to the reader? Give examples from the text to support 
your answer.  
 

Accept any of the following for main message (1 mark): 

 The global increase in air pollution 

 Air pollution is killing millions of people prematurely  
 

Accept any of the following examples (1 mark for each, maximum 2): 

 Research shows an increase in air pollution across 2000 cities 
since 2014. 

 (WHO) describes new data as ‘health emergency’ 

 ‘3.3 million premature deaths every year from air pollution’ 
 

Accept any other valid answer based on the text.   
Accept direct quotations from the text that support candidate’s 
answer. 
 

3 marks Open 

4 Document Three 
Using examples from Document Three, explain the benefits of using 
straw as a building material.  
 

Accept any of the following (4 marks): 

 Affordable  

 Low carbon/low carbon footprint/absorbs CO2 rather than 
releasing it 

 Uses the straw surplus  

 Low fuel bills/fuel efficient/requires significantly less heating 

 Quick and easy to build 

 Protects health 
 

Accept any other valid answer based on the text. 
Don’t accept generic answers such as its eco-friendly. 
Accept direct quotations from the text that support candidate’s 
answer. 
 

4 marks Closed 

5 Document One 
According to Document One, explain how pollution could be 
detrimental to your health.  
 

Accept any of the following: 

 E.g. Air pollution because it can cause asthma 
Any reasonable explanation based on the text. 
 

No marks awarded if it is not supported by an explanation. 
 

Do not accept: 

 land pollution 

 thermal pollution 
 

2 marks Closed 
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6 
 

Document Two 
Your friend is interested in how governments tackle air pollution, 
which document would you advise them to read and why? 
 

Accept:  
1 mark 

 Identifying Document Two only 
 

2 mark for full explanation  

 Article discusses global air pollution and asks the 
governments around the world to tackle this issue and 
reduce air pollution as a matter of urgency. 

1 mark for part explanation 

 Article talks about pollution and what can be done about it. 
0 mark for no explanation 
 

3 marks Open 

7 
 

Using all three documents, summarise the key points in your own 
words. 
 

From Document One, points may include: 

 Air pollution is linked to asthma, allergies and other 
respiratory illnesses. 

 Land pollution is responsible for damage done to the natural 
habitat of animals, deforestation and damage to natural 
resources. 

 Water pollution is linked to a range of health issues in 
humans, animals, fish and plants. 

 Thermal pollution can cause fish and plant life to suffer and 
die. 

 Noise pollution can increase human stress levels etc. 

 Visual linked to depression and anxiety.  
Do not accept answers describing the different types of pollution. 
 

From Document Two, points may include: 

 Air pollution is killing millions of people. 

 Causing illnesses such as pneumonia, asthma, bloodstream, 
heart and cardiovascular diseases and dementia. 

 Threatening to overwhelm health services across the globe. 
 

From Document Three, points may include: 

 Low carbon footprint 

 Eco friendly 

 Environmental benefits 

 Cheaper heating bills 

 Net carbon 

 Utilising co-product of straw rather than throw away 
resource  
 

Accept any other valid answer based on the texts. 
 

6 marks Open 
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8 Compare and contrast the use of language in each document.  
 

Similarities: 2 marks 
Document – all three use: 

 Use of rhetorical question  

 Emotive language 

 Factual language 

 Technical language 

 Rhetorical language  
 

Documents two and three use: 

 Use quotes 

 Use experts 

 Use statistics 

 Identify the problems and solutions 
 

Differences: 2 marks 
Document One v Document Two and Three: 

 Does not use statistics 

 Does not have any quotes 

 Persuasive language 
 

Additional marks: 
Concise contrast and comparison of all three texts: 2 marks 
An attempt to compare and contrast all three texts: 1 mark 
No attempt to compare and contrast I.e. just a list of points: 0 marks 
 

Accept any other valid answer based on the text. 
 

6 marks Open 
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9 Your friend thinks the texts are biased. Compare the texts and 
explain why this could be true.  
 

Document One 

 Information appears to be less biased than Document Two 
as it’s mainly factual, however is still biased. 

 Only presents information on types of pollution and doesn’t 
express any alternative view. 

 Bias shown in title showing the author considers pollution to 
be a big problem e.g. ‘biggest global threats’.  

 

Document Two  

 The writer has a strong bias that air pollution is a major 
global problem. 

 Bias demonstrated through strong language used e.g. ‘a dark 
cloud of filth poisons the world’s cities’ 

 Use of one sided argument. 
 

Document Three  

 Writer biased in favour of building straw homes. 

 Information only presents information in favour of using 
straw and does not give any alternative building materials. 

 Article incorporates quotes from the company who make the 
buildings, thus showing a strong bias. 

 Link at the bottom of the article to company ‘experts’ shows 
the article is in favour of the straw homes. 
 

Explanation required. 
Accept any other valid answer based on the text as long it answers 
the question and identifies that the texts are biased. 
 

3 marks Open 

10 
 

Document One 
According to Document One, what is the cause and effect of 
thermal pollution? 
 

1 mark, maximum of 2 

 water used as coolant  (in a power plant) 

 increases the temperature of water (near cities and 
industries) 

 causes fish and plant life to suffer and die 
 

2 marks Closed 

 
Open marks - 24 
Closed marks - 8 
 


